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STOP-AND-SEARCH LAWS — EFFECT ON CHILDREN 

1192. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to media reports of comments attributed to WA Commissioner for Children and Young People in which 
she detailed her concerns that disadvantaged children could be disproportionately affected by the new laws 
referred to colloquially as stop-and-search laws. 

(1) Has the minister discussed the matter with the commissioner; and, if not, why not?  

(2) Has the minister discussed the concerns of the commissioner with the Minister for Police; and, if not, 
why not?  

(3) What assurances has the minister been given that the new laws will not disproportionately disadvantage 
children?  

(4) If no assurances have been given, will the minister seek those assurances from the Minister for Police; 
and, if not, why not?  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
(1)-(4)  I thank the honourable member for the question. No, I have not discussed it with the Commissioner for 

Children and Young People. The commissioner has not approached me or sent me a letter. I just have 
not discussed it with her. I have not discussed it with the Minister for Police, but the Attorney General 
and I have discussed it, and in cabinet we had discussions on this issue. I think the member asked a 
third question.  

Hon Sue Ellery: What assurances have you been given that the new laws will not do what the commissioner is 
afraid they might do? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: We have discussed this and the assurance that I have been given is that the laws 
will not disproportionately affect young children. A limit is set at the age of 17, so the laws will not affect 
children any younger than that. What young children is the member talking about? The bill says 17 years and 
over, unless I have the question wrong.  

Hon SUE ELLERY: She was not talking about younger children. She was talking about disadvantaged 
children, be they 17 or whatever.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Disadvantaged children? Yes, we have discussed it, and I cannot give the 
member any assurances that they will not be affected, but I can guarantee that we have discussed it well.  
 


